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1. Introduction
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]This section should clearly explain the scientific relevance of the topic, providing an adequate background and introducing the objectives of the study.
For in-text citation, Italus Hortus uses the author-date Harvard system. Briefly:
In case of one or two authors, the surnames of all authors should be given, for example:
Ford (2014) proposed that...
Aniston and Cruz (2018) found that...
The flowers were reported to be pink (Reeves, 2019) and…
Plants need light (Lawrence and Redford, 2014)…
If there are more than two authors use et al. in the text, for example:
Damon et al. (2008) conclude that..
When an author has published more than one cited document in the same year, these are distinguished by adding lower case letters (a, b, c, etc.) to the year, for example:
Johansson (2010a) discussed the subject...
Plant water relations are important (Carrey et al., 2105a).
When more than one citation is reported between brackets, they should be listed in alphabetical order and separated by semicolon (if they are from the same author/s they should be separated by a comma), for example:
Fertigation is an important management practice (Carrey et al., 2105b; Cruise and Redford, 2017),…
Irrigation is an important management practice (Johansson, 2010a, 2010b; Monroe et al., 2006),…
2. Materials and Methods 
Materials and Methods this section should describe precisely how the experiments were carried out and how data were collected and analyzed. If the used methods were previously described, the authors may refer to published papers, but any modification of these methods should be described. This section may be divided in subsections with following heading formats:
2.1. Subsection
2.1.1. Subsubsection
Bulleted lists look like this:
First bullet
Second bullet
Third bullet
The text continues here.
Numbered lists can be added as follows:
First item
Second item
Third item
The text continues here.
3. Results
In this section, the most relevant results should be described clearly and concisely. When a result is presented, a reference to table(s) and/or to figure(s) should be done in the text as follows: Figure 1, Table 1, etc.. This section may also be divided in subsections following the indications given above in the Material and Methods.
3.1. Tables
Tables should be editable and not submitted as images. They should be numbered consecutively in Arabic numbers in accordance with their appearance in the text. As the Figures, Tables should be able to stand alone. For this reason, tables title should be brief but explanatory and table notes should be placed directly below the table body. Avoid shading the cells. The text in the table should be formatted as regular roman text (avoid the use of Bold, Italics or Underlined fonts). Tables and Figures should not report the same information twice. The Tables should be included inside the manuscript text near to where they are cited the first time. For example:
The treatment affected significantly photosynthesis only when the compound was applied late in the growing season (Table 1),,..
Table 1. This is the caption of the table. 
	Treatment
	Parameter 1
	Parameter 2

	Treatment 1
	23.2b
	56.25b

	Treatment 2
	25.6a
	43.52a1


1Tables may have notes.
3.1. Figures
All illustrations are classified as figures (graphs, photographs, drawings, schematic diagrams, flow charts, etc.). They should be numbered consecutively in Arabic numbers in accordance with their appearance in the text. They can be in grayscale or in color. The use of colors is encouraged if this will help the readability of the figure.
Figures should be able to stand alone. For this reason, figure captions should be brief but explanatory and symbols and abbreviations used in figures can be defined in the figure caption or within the figure itself. In case of figures with two- or multi-panels, they should be labeled with uppercase letters in brackets and they should be singularly explained in the figure caption. The figures should be included inside the manuscript text near to where they are cited the first time. Figures are provided with TIFF or JPG files (with a minimum of 300 dpi digital resolution, but, after manuscript acceptance, it may be required to submit figures with a higher resolution). An example of figure insertion in the manuscript text is the following:
The results of the first experiment carried out at the second experimental station suggested that nitrogen application stimulated significantly fruit (Figure 1A) and vegetative (Figure 1B) growth,..
[image: C:\Users\User\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Figura.jpg]
Figure 1. If there are multiple panels, they should be listed as: (a) Description of what is contained in the first panel; (b) Description of what is contained in the second panel.
3.2. Formatting of Mathematical Components
This is an example of an equation:
Y = a × (b/c)							(eq. 1)
where Y is ……, a is …..., b is …… and c is …….
4. Discussion
In this section, the main results should be interpreted and their significance clearly explained. The results should be discussed according to the relevant available literature on the subject and any repetition with the Results sections must be avoided. 
5. Conclusions
The main conclusions directly deriving from the obtained results can be drawn in this section. Speculative hypotheses should be avoided here.
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